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John Allen Hudson 


Journalism and Newspaper Collection 
Librarian, The University of Texas 


Of the historical source mate- 
rials pertaining to the commun- 
ity, local newspapers are proba- 
bly the most important, the most 
comprehensive, the easiest to ob- 
tain, and the most difficult to 
preserve. They occupy more 
shelving space than any other 
library materials; they are large, 
heavy, cumbrous; they are print- 
ed on wood-pulp and rapidly de- 
teriorate, becoming yellow and 
brittle. And yet because of their 
importance as local history ma- 
terials and because of the libra- 
rian’s obligation to preserve such 
materials, a long-range policy of 
acquisition and _ preservation 
must be formulated. 

Unlike many library materi- 
als, the value of newspapers in- 
creases with age. One hour aft- 
er receipt the librarian may 
refer to the local newspaper and 
triumphantly reassure a harried 
and impatient Lion’s Club sec- 
retary who has just discovered 
his mischievous five-year-old 
shredding to bits his official 
minutes of the last meeting. 

“Of course, Mr. Smith, your 
public library has on file an ac- 
count of the meeting. That’s on 
page four of yesterday’s paper 
re Terre “ore 5 
used it to start a fire ...I see 
... Well certainly we’ll be happy 
to make the library’s copy avail- 
able for you.” 

One year later that same pa- 
per may be the only valid source 
for proof that Mr. Brown’s 
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Newspapers in the Library 


Robert L. Peterson 


Formerly Newspaper Collection 
Librarian, The University of Texas 


claim for relief following a 
“flash flood” was not fraudu- 
lent. 


Ten years later that same 
newspaper, now becoming brit- 
tle and turning yellow, may 
again be the librarian’s only 
hope in settling a temper-pro- 
voking argument between two 
of the town’s leading “barber- 
shop historians” concerning a 
significant matter of the public 
school in 1955. Was it “that 
Martin boy” or “that Pierce 
boy” who scored the most points 
for the high school in the open- 
ing game with Centerville? 


One hundred years later that 
same paper, permanently pre- 
served and reduced to convenient 
size for storage by the near- 
miracle of microphotography, 
may be relied upon to answer 
emphatically questions posed by 
inquiring youths of that day, 
questions which the librarian, if, 
in fact, he even knows, may sel- 
dom be able to answer in a con- 
vincing manner. The hundred- 
year-old newspaper with its fea- 
ture stories, texts of local speech- 
es, copies of resolutions, and 
“letters to the editor” will re- 
create the period for the youth 
with an exactness of detail the 
librarian could never match. 


Even two thousand years lat- 
er a copy of that same paper 
may be proudly exhibited to li- 
brary visitors with the state- 
ment, “This is an example of a 
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part of an ancient information- 
communication system which 
lasted for several hundred years, 
probably through the first half 
of the Atomic Age. It was called 
a ‘newspaper,’ I believe, and 
seems to have served its purpose 
remarkably well. As a matter 
of fact our historians insist that 
for the periods before ‘modern 
history’ begins at the end of the 
Atomic Age, these ‘newspapers’ 
are among the best sources of 
information.” 

It is doubtful that there are 
anywhere practicing librarians 
unaware of the importance of 
the local newspaper to the libra- 
ry. In most cases, however, li- 
brarians tend to consider only 
the public relations-publicity as- 
pect of the library-newspaper re- 
lationship. 

Too frequently librarians are 
aware of the need to use the lo- 
cal newspaper to inform them- 
selves adequately concerning ac- 
tivities in the local community 
and as a public relations tool, 
but fail to manipulate this vague 
awareness into meaningful ac- 
tivities. Much more frequently, 
it seems, librarians are unaware 
of the third major aspect of the 
library-newspaper relationship, 
the positive values which will ac- 
crue to the public library which 
effectively maintains a continu- 
ing file of local newspapers. Lo- 
cal newspaper files are essential 
if the public library is to per- 
form its function of adequately 
serving community needs and in- 
terests and meet its responsibil- 
ity to collect and preserve local 
history materials. 

The cost of current newspa- 
pers is so small, and in conse- 
quence their circulation so ex- 
tensive, that in most cases it is 
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useless to think of them prima- 
rily as current reading materi- 
als. Basically the newspaper’s 
importance to the library is as 
a reference source. All but the 
very smallest libraries should 
probably subscribe to at least 
the Sunday New York Times and 
should consider a full subscrip- 
tion. There are, perhaps, “bet- 
ter” newspapers published in the 
United States but there is not 
another with comparable news 
coverage, though it doubtlessly 
falls somewhat short of its mot- 
to, “All the News That’s Fit to 
Print.” While its editorial po- 
sition is somewhat more “liber- 
al’ than that of the leading dail- 
ies published in Texas it is gen- 
erally considered “mildly con- 
servative,” and is, in fact, often 
attacked by “left wing” groups 
who contemptuously paraphrase 
its motto, “All the News That 
Fits We Print.” The Sunday 
New York Times is at least the 
equal of any current news mag- 
azine and should be acquired by 
libraries for that reason. Medi- 
um-sized and large public libra- 
ries will probably subscribe to 
other well known or state-wide 
circulated papers as_ current 
news and interest material. One 
other reason that a subscription 
to the New York Times is de- 
sirable is that this newspaper is 
the only one in the United States 
currently publishing an index to 
its contents. The New York 
Times Index is also an independ- 
ently useful reference tool. The 
entries are sufficiently descrip- 
tive to obviate the necessity of 
consulting the newspaper itself. 
Since most of the national and 
international news is published 
almost simultaneously in all 
newspapers, the /ndex, by giv- 
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ing dates news items were pub- 
lished in the New York Times, 
also serves as a guide to the pub- 
lication dates of such news in 
all newspapers. A subscription 
to the Index, which is published 
twice a month with yearly cumu- 
lative volumes, costs about fifty 
dollars a year. 

Permanently maintained files 
of well-known newspapers would 
be of value to almost any libra- 
rian, but the cost is prohibitive 
for most public libraries in Tex- 
as and available monies should 
be expended for other and great- 
er needs. Fortunately major 
newspapers are not prohibitive 
in cost for most public libraries 
in Texas and funds should be 
expended for their preservation. 
Untortunately most Texas news- 
papers are not filmed (here 
Texas lags far behind many of 
her sister states), and are gen- 
erally not available in research 
collections. 

Public libraries in Texas can- 
not afford to maintain large re- 
search collections, nor should 
they spend the money they have 
in attempting to build general 
research libraries. Only a few 
of the large city libraries in Tex- 
as may be in the financial posi- 
tion necessary for the acquisi- 
tion and maintenance of state- 
wide historical materials. 

But one of the functions of 
the public library, and one which 
is quite often ignored in the 
frantic effort to meet more 
pressing, though not more im- 
portant, obligations, is to collect 
and preserve local historical ma- 
terials. Local newspapers are 
local historical materials, and, 
as such must be preserved if the 
library is to fulfill adequately 
its role in the community. 
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Even the contemplation of 
preserving and using newspa- 
pers is so disagreeable to many 
librarians that they have tradi- 
tionally avoided it. There are, 
admittedly, serious problems and 
limitations. But serious prob- 
lems are as common to the libra- 
rian as holes to a doughnut mak- 
er. Just as the librarian has 
faced and solved other problems 
so can he solve the problems of 
newspapers. And what are the 
newspaper problems which face 
the public librarian? Broadly 
they may be said to be (1) ac- 
quisition, (2) preservation, (3) 
storage, and (4) usage. The 
problem of usage is the problem 
of finding needed material in an 
unindexed but constantly in- 
creasing file. 

It is probable that the time 
will come when all of the news- 
papers published in Texas are 
preserved by some form of mi- 
crophotography. While newspa- 
pers are now printed on wood 
pulp and have a usable life-span 
of something under 75 years, a 
filming project in the future 
will not be able to film the pa- 
pers published in 1955 unless 
they are preserved in 1955. It 
is a mistake to assume that a 
newspaper publisher will perma- 
nently maintain a file for his 
own use or that a filming pro- 
gram in the future will be able 
to depend upon the newspaper 
office rather than the library for 
a file. Like other businesses 
newspaper concerns go bank- 
rupt, change hands, lose their 
possessions by fire, and run out 
of storage space. Librarians 
who have inquired of newspaper 
editors in attempting to locate 
back files have been startled to 
discover that complete back files 
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belonging to a newspaper are 
the exception rather than the 
rule. 

If the public library can af- 
ford to have filmed its local pa- 
pers or can work out some co- 
operative project for the filming 
of them, then that is prefera- 
ble. If filming is now out of 
the question then binding, so 
that they are preserved for a fu- 
ture filming project, is the sec- 
ond choice. Binding costs will 
vary somewhat, but will proba- 
bly range between four and six 
dollars per volume. A _ small 
weekly newspaper may be bound 
two years to the volume while a 
large city daily may require as 
many as two volumes a month. 
If even binding is impossible 
then flat cardboard boxes can be 
found or constructed which will 
serve until the filming of the 
future becomes a reality. The 
last is a crude and normally in- 
advisable method to store news- 
papers, but it is infinitely better 
than throwing them away. 

It may be well to note that 
when the time for filming or 
binding arrives the librarian 
will want a complete file of the 
newspaper. If newspapers are 
not checked into the library 
carefully and missing issues 
claimed rapidly then a file will 
never be complete. It is gener- 
ally possible to claim most se- 
rial publications weeks or even 
months after an issue is missed 
and have some confidence in re- 
ceiving it. This is not true of 
newspapers. A newspaper often 
is out of print within a few 
hours after publication and usu- 
ally is out of print within a few 
days. A library claiming proce- 
dure which is inter-departmen- 
tal calling for the passage of in- 
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tralibrary communications, sec- 
ondary checks, requests for 
claims to be made, approvals, 
signatures, and countersigna- 
tures is virtually useless with re- 
gard to newspapers. The per- 
son responsible for incoming 
mail may well be assigned to the 
relatively simple task of check- 
ing for the newspaper and of 
claiming it immediately if the 
issue does not arrive at its nor- 
mal time. To expect success it 
must be immediate; even the 
“coffee break” between discov- 
ery and claim may permanently 
deprive the library of the issue. 
Most newspapermen will be very 
glad that the local library is 
maintaining a file of their news- 
paper and will be as cooperative 
concerning missed issues as it is 
possible for them to be. If the 
librarian has developed the prop- 
er relationship with the editor 
of the local paper then perhaps 
a direct telephone call will be 
the most effective way to han- 
dle claims. 

Inasmuch as newspapers are 
bulky and space-consuming they 
create storage difficulties. News- 
papers are so large that the 
bound volumes occupy the full 
depth of two standard-sized li- 
brary shelves, thus wasting ev- 
ery other aisle. But the prob- 
lem of storage is not unique to 
newspapers and, as in the solv- 
ing of all problems of space, its 
solution probably rests with the 
ingenuity and tenacity of the 
librarian. Back files will not 
have daily and continued use and 
therefore may be stored in the 
poorest of the library’s shelving 
space. Areas in the library nev- 
er utilized because of the obvi- 
ous inconvenience may then be 
used for newspapers. Once again 
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it may be said that such utiliza- 
tion is not preferable, but it is 
better than throwing the news- 
papers away. 

The fourth major problem 
area listed was that of finding 
needed material in unindexed 
newspapers. Unless it can be 
solved much of the potential 
value of permanently preserved 
local newspaper files is lost. And 
because the solving of it calls 
primarily for the expenditure of 
staff time and does not lie sim- 
ply in “ordering a book,” it has 
seldom been solved and has usu- 
ally been among the important 
factors in the negative decision 
concerning the preservation of 
local newspaper files. While it 
is true that for a library “time 
is money,” with budget appro- 
priations for salaries generally 
consuming over fifty or sixty 
percent of the total library ap- 
propriation, it may be that the 
smaller library with more time 
than money available should at- 
tempt to make newspaper files 
satisfactory reference materials. 
The time spent may be but a few 
minutes a day, yet it must be 
devoted to the task regularly. 

Many newspapers maintain in 
their offices “morgues,” which, 
while varying greatly in form 
and completeness, are collec- 
tions of newspaper clippings 
concerning persons, places, and 
things arranged in such a man- 
ner that they are easily accessi- 
ble to the newspaper staff. It 
would be easily possible for the 
library to maintain a similar 
file, for in fact, the library’s 
“vertical file’ of pamphlet type 
material is similar in many re- 
spects. It would probably be a 
mistake to combine the two how- 
ever, since there are differences 
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in purpose which would be diffi- 
cult to compromise. For exam- 
ple, a “vertical file” needs peri- 
odic “weeding” so that its ma- 
terial is up to date, while to 
“‘weed”’ a local newspaper clip- 
pings file would, at least par- 
tially, defeat its purpose. Then 
too ,the pamphlet material which 
the librarian will want in the 
“vertical file’ is of widely va- 
ried sizes and shapes and does 
not easily lend itself to compact- 
ness and regularity of mounting 
as do newspaper clippings. 

It is certainly not suggested 
that such a clippings file become 
a substitute for the preservation 
of the complete newspaper for if 
every conceivable topic in which 
the scholar may in the future be 
interested were clipped, then the 
file would become unmanagea- 
ble. One conclusion is quite ob- 
vious, if the library is to main- 
tain a clipping file then it must 
receive not one but two issues of 
the local papers. While at first 
glance this appears to be a dis- 
advantage, in practice it would 
probably be very helpful to the 
librarian. Librarians who have 
attempted to collate and prepare 
for the bindery newspapers first 
used as reading room copies will 
doubtlessly agree unanimously 
that this should be avoided if it 
is at all possible. Newsprint is 
costly, has become increasingly 
more costly in relation to sub- 
scription and advertising 
charges during the post-war 
period, and is seldom “wasted” 
by newspaper publishers. Con- 
sequently margins are narrow 
and binding difficult under the 
most ideal conditions, but when 
the paper has been read, folded, 
taken apart, and subjected to 
normal reading-room use, then 
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bindery preparation becomes 
frustratingly time consuming. 
It is probable also that if the 
librarian makes it clear to the 
local newspaper publisher that 
one copy is to be used as a read- 
ing-room copy and then clipped 
for a permanent clipping file 
and the other is to become a con- 
tinuing permanent file, the pub- 
lisher is most likely to furnish 
at least the second copy on a 
complimentary basis, and per- 
hars the first also. 

The second method by which 
a newspaper file may be made 
usable by the local library in- 
volves the construction of an in- 
dex for the paper. This may 
take a variety of forms, depend- 
ing upon the needs of the indi- 
vidual library, but will probably 
be best handled by use of small 
index cards. Care must be ex- 
ercised in the selection of sub- 
ject headings else the index will 
become cumberson, complicated, 
and useless. A special attempt 
at relatively complete biographi- 
cal entries is probably advisable. 

It will be quickly apparent 
that in using either or both of 
the two methods proposed, in- 
dexing and clipping, the local li- 
brarian will have important de- 
cisions to make concerning the 
extensiveness of his system. Sub- 
ject matter to be clipped or in- 
dexed may not become more de- 
tailed for large libraries, as one 
would immediately assume, but 
should vary inversely with the 
size of the library, for the large 
library with a more complete 
collection of reference materials 
would probably choose to ignore 
everything but strictly local 
news, the medium-sized library 
might include items of state- 
wide interest, and the smaller li- 
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braries might include items of 
even national or international 
interest. There is not a single 
subject-heading guide which will 
relieve the local librarian of the 
necessity for thoughtful consid- 
eration of just what material in 
the newspaper should be indexed. 
Obviously a complete content in- 
dex is impractical, so the deci- 
sion must be made upon the ba- 
sis of local library needs, relat- 
ing directly to the projected use 
of the index as primarily a local 
history tool or as a combination 
reference source and a local his- 
tory index. 

Having made decisions con- 
cerning the subjects to be cov- 
ered by the index, the librarian 
is faced with the problem of 
methodology. One of the best 
indexing plans for the small and 
medium-sized libraries is the use 
of 3 x 5 cards. Having devised 
a group of subject classifica- 
tions, an authority file should be 
maintained since in indexing 
subject consistency is important. 
Once an item is entered under 
“oil” so the classification must 
remain. It cannot be “petrole- 
um” the next day and “natural 
resources” the next. There 
should be only one subject per 
card, but each card may have 
several entries. Each entry 
should consist of a brief descrip- 
tion, the date, the page, and the 
column of the issue of the news- 
paper in which the item may be 
found. If a clipping file is also 
maintained by the library, the 
card index can also serve as a 
subject guide to the clipping 
file. To serve this dual function 
the cards may be of two colors, 
blue and white, blue for those 
subjects under which clippings 
are also filed. 
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In addition to having a guide 
to the newspapers in his own 
library, the local librarian should 
be familiar with a minimum of 








slightly hampered by the fact 
that it was issued some fifteen 
years ago and by the mistakes 
and omissions which are the 


Sample Index Card 





LABOR Date Page Col. 
; CIO organizes city’s cannery employees 10/11/53 4 2 
3 Joc’s Bowling Alley fined for employing child 2/16/54 1 4 
" Employees strike against Lang’s Cannery 4/14/54 2 3 
- The strike against Lang’s (editorial) 4/21/54 38 1 
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the most important newspaper 
guides, bibliographies, and in- 
dexes, and should have at least 
r @ a general knowledge of newspa- 
rer holdings of libraries in the 
state. The most important sin- 
gle tool concerning Texas news- 


« VS OBO + — FP ee er me tf 


e papers is Texas Newspapers, 
: 1813-1939; a Union List. This 
e work was prepared by the His- 
y torical Records Survey of the 
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Works Project Administration 
e @ under the direction of Ike Moore 
and was issued by the San Ja- 
cinto Museum of History Asso- 
ciation in 1941. Entries were 
made for all Texas newspapers 
known to have been published 
between 1813 and 1939 and in- 
cludes title, dates during which 
the paper was published (if that 
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e 6G information were available), the 
ss @ location of files, and the dates 
' held. Its usefulness is only 
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bane of such ambitious projects. 
A similar tool on the national 
level is Winifred Gregory’s Un- 
ion List of Newspapers which 
was published in 1937. For news- 
papers currently published in 
the nation the librarian should 
be familiar with Ayer and Son’s 
Directory of Newspapers and 
Periodicals which is published 
annually and which lists under 
states all the newspapers cur- 
rently being published in the 
United States and includes edi- 
tors, mailing addresses, political 
affiliations, circulation figures, 
subscription rates, and other in- 
formation for each title. The 
librarian will, of course, be fa- 
miliar with bibliographic tools 
which will lead an inquiring pa- 
tron to such specialized studies 
as T. Herbert Etzler’s article, 
“German-American Newspapers 
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in Texas,” in The Southwestern 
Historical Quarterly for April 
1954. Reference questions which 
the local librarian is unable to 
answer may be referred either 
to the Texas State Library or 
to the Newspaper Collection of 
The University of Texas. 


The local newspaper is the sin- 
gle most important source of lo- 
cal history that the library can 


cal affiliation, in spite of glar- 
ing headlines and illustrated ad- 
vertisements, in spite of its in- 
accuracies and limitations, the 
newspaper mirrors in detail the 
events and forces which shape 
a community. And though the 
problems of preservation and 
usage are more easily ignored 
than solved, a persistent and 
long-range policy of acquisition, 
preservation, storage, and usage 


preserve. The information con- 
tained in it is extensive, and, in 
spite of editorial slant or politi- 


must be formulated if the libra- 
ry is adequately to serve its pub- 
lic and achieve its objectives. 
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THE LAW IN LARGE PRINT*———— 


Who May Be A County Librarian? 


Does the Commissioners’ Court have the authority to ap- 
point a person as Librarian who had no certificate from 
the State Board of Examiners, and would the County Audi- 
tor have the authority, or be required to pay the salary to 
that person? 

Article 1683, Vernon’s Civil Statutes, provides: 


“Upon the establishment of a county free library the 
Commissioners’ Court shall biennially appoint a County 
Librarian who shall hold office for a term of two (2) years 
subject to removal for cause after a hearing by said Court. 
No person shall be eligible to the office of County Librarian 
unless prior to his appointment he has received from the 
State Board of Library Examiners a certificate of quali- 
fication for office; and when any County Librarian has 
heretofore received a certificate of qualification for office 
from the State Board of Library Examiners, and has served 
as County Librarian for any county in this State, said Li- 


brarian may be employed or reemployed by any county as 
(Continued on page 38). 





*Extracts of Attorney General opinions on Texas library laws. 
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Recommendations of the ALA Commission On 
State Legislative Action, August, 1954* 


Ralph Hudson 


Oklahoma State Librarian 
Committee Chairman 


Every state should realize and ac- 
cept the responsibility for the estab- 
lishment and maintenance of adequate 
library service to all of its govern- 
mental! agencies and branches and to 
all of its citizens on a basis of equal 
opportunity for all. Firm and sound 
legal foundations for this purpose 
should be adopted and these laws 
should plainly express the state’s re- 
sponsibility. Each state should create, 
empower and support a strong state 
library agency to plan, direct and su- 
pervise its library program. 

1. The State Library Agency 

(a) The state library agency should 
preferably be a separate department 
of government to insure freedom of 
action and service. It might well be 
a non-categorized agency of govern- 
ment, that is neither executive, judi- 
cial nor legislative (since it serves 
all of these as well as the public), but 
this is not to imply that it should 
not be accountable to the state gov- 
ernment and to the public. 

(b) The following are some of the 
library services for which the state 
has a responsibility: general and ex- 
tension services to public libraries and 
schools, archives, law, legislative ref- 
erence, public documents service, oth- 
er special programs (such as services 
to the blind) and library services in 
state institutions. In the interest of 
efficient and coordinated manage- 
ment of these services, as many as 
possible should be integrated under 
the administration of the state library 
agency. 

(c) In addition to the services list- 
ed in (b) the state library agency 
should provide consultant and advis- 
ory services to librarians and board 
members of all types of libraries, aid 
in establishing new libraries and ex- 
tending facilities of existing ones, pos- 
sess excellent collections of library 


*Reprinted 


from the State Library 
Newsletter, 954. 


Nov., 1 
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materials, be staffed with trained and 
qualified personnel, develop standards 
of library service, conduct library in- 
stitutes or workshops, issue publica- 
tions, maintain a union catalog, pro- 
vide bibliographic services, furnish 
thorough reference services, prepare 
exhibits, perform library and refer- 
ence services of any type on a state 
level, give supplementary loan serv- 
ices to established libraries and di- 
rect service to those areas financial- 
ly unable to provide adequate local 
library service. 

(d) The administrative head of the 
state library agency shall have com- 
plete charge of the agency and of all 
of its functions. He shall be respon- 
sible for the operation of the state 
library agency with respect to per- 
sonnel, expenditure of all funds, se- 
lection of all library materials, and 
shall have the actual authority to 
plan and direct all operations of the 
library. He may delegate certain of 
his executive duties but none of his 
administrative authority, and he shall 
bear the entire responsibility for the 
library’s administration. 

(e) The state library agency shall 
not have the power to determine what 
books or other library materia!s local 
libraries may or may not purchase 
with their own funds. 


2. The State Library Agency Board 


The traditional method of govern- 
ing library services in the United 
States is through the board. Gener- 
ally the board is composed of repre- 
sentatives of the public, although in 
many instances certain officials of 
the state government are ex officio 
members. At times this dual mem- 
bership background is desirable. In 
some cases the board is advisory 
only, and there is often sound rea- 
son for this type of board. Regard- 
less of the makeup of the board it 
is recommended that: 
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(a) The board shall have the au- 
thority to employ the head librarian 
who shall possess certain sound pro- 
fessional and personal qualifications. 

(b) The board shall, acting always 
with the librarian, formulate broad 
general policies for the operation of 
the library. 

(c) The board shall not exercise 
administrative functions as this is 
the duty and responsibility of the li- 
brarian. 

(d) The board shall consult with 
the librarian regularly and shall re- 
ceive full reports from him at stated 
intervals. 


9 


3. Certification of Librarians 

In order to secure professional com- 
petency, inhibit sentimental or politi- 
cal appointments and advance stand- 
ards of service, it is necessary that 
states adopt and enforce sound laws 
governing the certification of libra- 
rians of all types of tax-supported 
libraries. A certifying law should in- 
clude minimum general standards for 
certification. 

4. Public Libraries 

(a) The state should adopt legis- 
lation authorizing the establishment 
and operation of municipal, county 
(or other local units of government) 
and multi-county (district or region- 
al) libraries and library boards. Lo- 
cal units of governments should have 
the authority to use tax funds to meet 
the capital and operating needs of 
these libraries. 

(b) No municipal charter, ordi- 
nances or state laws relating to mu- 
nicipalities or counties should be per- 
mitted to supersede the laws for the 
creation, operation and maintenance 
of public libraries. 

(c) All libraries under the juris- 
diction of the state library agency 
should be required to report annually 
to the state library agency so that 
it can provide accurate information 
on conditions of library service in the 
state. 

5. Multi-County, District or Regional 
Libraries 

A large number of our citizens are 
now without any library service be- 
cause they live in areas unserved by 
small community libraries that do not 
have sufficiently large tax bases to 
finance adequate service. To remedy 
these two situations, public library 
service areas should be expanded to 
multi-county or district (regional) 
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levels wherever possible. Such units 
function with an economy of means, 
efficiency of operation and adequacy 
of service not possible for the small, 
under-supported and _ under-staffed 
community library that lacks suffi- 
cient library materials to fully serve 
its patrons. 

State laws for the establishment of 
public libraries should emphasize 
larger units of service and should dis- 
courage the creation of village and 
community libraries, except those that 
join larger units of service. We rec- 
ommend that: 

(a) States authorize the creation 
and maintenance of libraries that 
serve multi-counties, multi-towns, or 
other combinations of government 
units. These larger units of library 
service should coincide as much as 
possible with natural trading and 
economic areas. 

(b) These libraries should be sup- 
ported jointly by the governmental 
units composing the library service 
area. 

(c) The governing board should be 
composed of citizens, either appoint- 
ed or elected, from the various gov- 
ernment units comprising the area. 

(d) This larger unit of library 
service should not supplant existing 
local libraries but should include 
them in its organization through con- 
solidation or federation (whereby lo- 
cal autonomy, if desired, is main- 
tained). State laws also should pro- 
vide the means for communities to 
join and support larger service units 
by specifying methods for property 
transfer and local board dissolution 
in event of consolidation and by 
granting contractual authority to all 
parties if federation is desired. 

(e) Larger units of library serv- 
ice, for example, could provide these 
and other services: 


1. Bookmobile service to people who 
do not live near an established com- 
munity library; 

2. Inter-library loan services to 
member libraries thereby greatly in- 
creasing the number of book titles 
and other materials available to users 
of community libraries; 

3. Efficiently operated centralized 
book processing services (ordering, 
cataloging and preparation of books 
for use) utilizing modern mass-pro- 
duction methods and freeing com- 
munity librarians for book selection 
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and service to the public; 

4. On-the-spot field advisory serv- 
ice to community libraries by trained 
librarians involving book weeding, 
improvement of operation methods 
and establishment of new services; 

5. Inauguration of new operations, 
such as audio-visual service, central- 
ized book storage, etc., that are feasi- 
ble only when the financing unit has 
a sufficiently broad tax base. 

(f) Population served by the larg- 
er library unit should be large 
enough to support the desired serv- 
ices. 

(zg) State governments should en- 
act legislation to enable libraries of 
government units to contract with 
libraries in neighboring states to pro- 
vide services to residents of contigu- 
ous inter-state areas. Legal authority 
also should be granted to the state 
agency to permit financial support 
through contract of services furnish- 
ed to a group of its citizens by some 
library other than the state library 
agency. 

6. Library Support by State Govern- 
ment 

There is a general pattern of un- 
der-support for libraries in the United 
States. This condition prevents li- 
braries from giving a full measure 
of service and precludes the establish- 
ment of necessary additional services. 
We recommend that: 

(a) The state library agency be 
adequately supported in line with its 
responsibilities and position as an ed- 





Correspondence and 
Extension Courses in 


Library Science 

The listings of correspondence 
courses in library science which TEX- 
AS LIBRARIES carries from time to 
time are intended for those who are 
unable to take resident work in a 
library school or department. It 
should ke noted that credits will not 
te accepted by any library school for 
correspondence work (courses taken 
by mail) although library schools will 
accept credits for work taken by ex- 
tension (classes taught by a library 
school faculty member in an off-cam- 
pus location). It is expected that li- 
brary school extension courses will be 
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ucational service agency. 

(b) The state should appropriate 
sums to the state library agency for 
use as establishment grants or grants- 
in-aid* to enable all residents of the 
state to receive adequate library serv- 
ice, but only if such grants are used 
for larger units of service (such as 
multi-county libraries) and only if 
there is no reduction of local finan- 
cial support because of state aid. All 
grants shall be made in accordance 
with standards and plans acceptable 
to the state library agency board and 
administrator. These qualifications 
and plans should include, among oth- 
ers, the factors of population, need, 
local support and the area of the 
larger unit of service. 

7. Public Schools, Colleges and Uni- 
versities 

Under the state agencies set up for 
their administration, state responsi- 
bility for schools, colleges and uni- 
versities which are publicly supported 
should include: 

(a) Sufficient financial support to 
insure adequate library services with- 
in these educational institutions. 

(b) Consultant, advisory and sup- 
plementary library services to these 
educational institutions. 

(c) Adoption of certification and 
other standards necessary for the de- 
velopment and maintenance of a sound 
school library program. 


*Ed. note: In Texas we have a seri- 
ous constitutional question as to wheth- 
er this is possible. 





available in certain cities in Texas in 
the near future. 





Set of Life Magazine 
for Free Distribution 


A nearly complete set of LIFE has 
been given to the State Library for 
distribution to those libraries in Tex- 
as which need to fill in gaps in their 
collection. 

The set was given by Mrs. M. F. 
Kreisle, of Austin. 

Postage must be paid by the re- 
questing library. Make a card or 
letter request for the issues you need 
to the Extension Division, Texas 
State Library. 
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OUR COUNTY LIBRARIES 


The Winkler County Free Library 


Mrs. C. R. Legrande 


Librarian 


Oil brought an influx of peo- 
ple to mesquite studded Winkler 
County in 1926 and with people 
came the need for a library. In 
1929 the Winkler County Libra- 
ry came into being as the result 
of founding efforts of the Wink 
Wednesday Club and the Del- 
phian Club of Kermit. Branches 
were established in the county 
seat, Kermit, and the oil boom 
town of Wink. 

The Kermit Library was first 
housed in the newly completed 
courthouse and there it stayed 
until 1948 when a _ beautiful 
$325,000.00 brick and limestone 
building was erected. The libra- 
ry is unusual in that it has been 
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debt-free throughout its exist- 
ence. 

One is surrounded by flowers 
as he enters the library. To 
the right of the entrance is the 
children’s department, occupy- 
ing the south wing. To the north 
is the reference section which 
boasts such bound volumes of 
periodicals as National Geo- 
graphic dating from 1914, in ad- 
dition to bound volumes of cur- 
rent news periodicals and shelves 
of much used encyclopedias, and 
the adult reading room. At 
writing time, high school stu- 
dents are much in evidence as 
their instructors urge the use of 
County Library facilities. 


TEXAS LIBRARIES 





ata 


Dee. t 





seeatnicka we heencin did 


con. Seed 












EUAN Sok eee 


= 
* 





Pa ty a 


bie. 








Behind the checking desk is 
the adult section. These depart- 
ments are separated only by 
their locations. At the rear of 
the library, and opening into the 
main library, is the librarian’s 
office on one side and a work 
room on the other. 

The Wink branch is also 
housed in a new brick structure 
built at a cost of $50,000. Mrs. 
R. C. Prebe directs the activities 
in Wink which also provides ser- 
vice for a number of oil camps. 

Three-fourths of Winkler 
County’s 10,064 citizens are ac- 
tive readers, accounting for ap- 
proximately 40,000 books and pe- 
riodicals loaned in 1953. In- 
cluded in the library shelves are 
20,900 volumes, and fifty-four 
periodicals are received regular- 
ly. Peak circulation was recent- 
ly achieved when 4,252 books 
were loaned in one month. 





Wink branch of Winkler 
County Free Library 


In addition to the normal 
functions of a library, the build- 
ing in Kermit houses a small mu- 
seum which includes county ar- 
tifacts, war relics and other un- 
usual items. 

The staff consists of Mrs. Le- 
grande, Mrs. Aaron E. Rose, as- 
sistant, and Mrs. Prebe. 





Mrs. Legrande, right, and Mrs. Rose at the charging desk 
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LIBRARIES OVER THE STATE 


One of the objectives of TEXAS LIBRARIES is to disseminate 
the news-notes type of library information which is of so much 


interest and value to librarians, trustees, and friends. 


We are 


very largely dependent on newspaper items for the feature LIBRA- 
RIES OVER THE STATE, and so the picture presented of Texas 
libraries and librarians is always incomplete, frequently sketchy, 


and sometimes inaccurate. 


In striving for statewide coverage in 


each issue we welcome any contributions about libraries, associa- 
tions, personnel, plans, services, gifts, building, remodeling, new 


equipment, milestones of circulation or bookstock, etc. 


Address 


such items to Editor: TEXAS LIBRARIES. 


The Austin Public Libra- 
ry Commission has unani- 
mously approved a proj- 
ect designed to improve the extension 
service of the library, calling for con- 
struction of parking space for two 
bookmobiles and cars of the library 
staff, and loading docks for the book- 
mobiles. The project is to cost an 
estimated $22,700. 


AUSTIN 


One room in the pro- 
posed Sam Rayburn Li- 
brary at Bonham will 
closely resemble the House Speaker’s 
office in Washington. Speaker Ray- 
burn has disclosed that he has pur- 
chased the desk, chairs, rugs, drapes 
and other furnishings which have long 
been in his Washington office and 
will turn them over to the Bonham 
library. 


BONHAM 


The Dallas Library Board 
has voted to hire 71 new 
employees at a cost of 
up to $206,160 a vear to help staff 
the library’s new $2.500,000 building 
now under construction. Subject to 
City Council approval, the ‘move 
would bring the staff to 170 and make 


po annual salary budget run $423,- 
65. 


DALLAS 


_ The board also approved a reorgan- 
ization plan submitted by Librarian 
James D. Meeks that sets up nine 
reader departments, each headed by 
a specialist in that field. The new 
departments are family living, Texas 
and local history, popular library 
(current best sellers), young adults, 
fine arts and records, literature and 
history (including travel and biogra- 
phy), science and industry, communi- 
ty living, and general reference. 


FEBRUARY, 1955 





The Castro County Li- 
brary has received a 
unique gift according to 
Mrs. Catherine Easter, librarian. Mrs. 
Dwight G. Axtell has presented the 
library with a fireplace made of 
fluorescent rocks which she and the 
late Mr. Axtell gathered throughout 
the United States. In ordinary day- 
light the stones are drab, but framed 
in black curtains they reflect many 
brilliant hues. 

The Axtell gift also included 250 
beautifully illustrated children’s 
books, some furniture brought west 
from Tennessee long ago, and other 
items. 


DIMMITT 


TLA President Eleanora 
Alexander is the author 
of the current issue of 
the University of Illinois OCCASION- 
AL PAPERS. “School Library Su- 
pervision: Practical Problems and 
Answers” is the title of the issue 
(number 40). The paper is available 
from the University of Illinois Li- 
brary School, Urbana. 

$220,000 will be budget- 
ed this year for the Tex- 
as Tech Library, accord- 
ing to Tech President E. N. Jones. 
The original library appropriation 
was to have been $191,758, but on 
January 18 the Tech Board of Direc- 
tors added an additional $30,000 to 
the book budget. Librarian Ray C.. 
Janeway reports that the total num- 
ber of books, periodicals, and docu- 
ments in the library has increased in 
the past six years from 318,866 to 
473,748. 


HOUSTON 


LUBBOCK 


Mrs. J. Henry Wilkinson 
became head librarian of 
the Midland County Li- 
brary on Febuary 1, succeeding Mary 


MIDLAND 
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Castro County Library 


Margaret Bolling who resigned to re- 


turn to school for further library 
study. Mrs. Wilkinson’s library ex- 
perience includes work with the Okla- 
homa City Public Library, a library 
in Honolulu, Hawaii, and the Office 
of Censorship during World War II. 
She received her bachelor’s degree in 
library science from the University 
of Oklahoma and her master’s degree 
from the University of Illinois Li- 
brary School, and has taught library 
science at the University of Oklahoma 
and The University of Texas. Her 
husband is a practicing attorney in 
Midland. 


The new Lovett Memorial 
Library was formally 
opened January 18 with 
dedication ceremonies during which 


Dr. W. Purviance, one of the trustees 
of the Fannie Lovett Estate, present- 
ed the library to the City of Pampa. 
Mayor Tom Rose accepted the $300,- 
000 building for the city. An endow- 
ment gift of $60,000 from the God- 
frey L. Cabot Foundation, Inc., had 
previously been received by Librarian 
Lillian Snow. The dedication address 
was made by President James P. Cor- 
nette of West Texas State College. 


PAMPA 


(From page 30). 


Librarian without further examination and issuance of 
certificate from said State Board of Library Examiners. 
The County Librarian shall, prior to entering upon the 
duties of his office, file with the County Clerk the official 
oath and make a bond upon the faithful performance of 
his duties with sufficient sureties approved by the County 
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Judge of the county of which the Librarian is to be the 
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County Librarian, in such sum as the Commissioners’ Court 
may determine.” 











Article 1684, Vernon’s Civil Statutes, provides: 


“The salary of the librarian and assistants shall be fixed 
by said court at the time they fix the salary of the appoin- 
tive county officers. The county librarian and assistants 
shall be allowed actual necessary traveling expenses in- 
curred in the business of the library.” 


Article 1685, Vernon’s Civil Statutes, provides: 


“The librarian shall endeavor to give an equal and com- 
plete service to all parts of the county through branch li- 
braries and deposit stations in schools and other locations 
where suitable quarters may be obtained, thus distributing 
printed matter, books, and other educational matter as 
quickly as circumstances will permit. The county librarian 
shall have the power to make rules and regulations for the 
county free library, to establish branches and stations 
throughout the county, to determine the number and kind 
of employees of such library, and with the approval of the 
commissioners’ court, to appoint and dismiss such em- 
ployees. The county librarian shall, subject to the gen- 
eral rules adopted by the commissioners’ court, build up 
and manage according to accepted rules of library man- 
agement, a library for the people of the county and shall 
determine what books and other library equipment shall 
be purchased.” 


Your attention is called to the provision in the first stat- 
ute quoted above that “No person shall be eligible to the 
office of County Librarian unless prior to his appointment 
he has received from the State Board of Library Exam- 
iners a certificate of qualification for office; .. .” 


Title 35 of our statutes containing the above articles and 
from which the commissioners’ court receives its authority 
and is authorized to create, maintain and operate county 
free libraries, also creates the State Board of Library Ex- 
aminers. While the law grants to the commissioners’ court 
the authority to operate and maintain the libraries, creat- 
ing the office of county librarian with power in the com- 
missioners’ court to appoint a person to fill that office, 
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this power is expressly limited in the respect that such perdi 
son, prior to his appointment, and as a condition of eligi-” | 
bility to hold the office must have received a certificate of 


qualification for the office from the State Board of Library” 
Examiners. 


It will be noted that Article 1684, supra, requires that” 
the salary of the librarian and assistant shall be fixed by! 
the commissioners’ court at the time they fix the salaries 
of the appointive county officers. The commissioners’ 
court would have no authority to fix the salary of an ineli-7 
gible person as county librarian, and it would necessarily | 4 
follow that such ineligible person, occupying the position | 
of county librarian, could not legally receive the salary” 
which attaches to the office, the fulfilling v. wich is con-— 


ditioned upon one being qualified and eligible at the time 
of the appointment. 
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